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The  nice  thing  about  being  skillful  with  the  needle  is  that  you  can  "suit 
yourself".    I  mean  that  quite  literally.    You  can  make  a  tailored  suit  that  is 
distinctively  yours.    It  takes  patience,  of  course.    As  the  poet  says,  you  must 
"possese  your  soul  with  patience."    But  if  you  have  patience  and  if  you've  had  ex- 
perience in  sewing. . .don' t  hesitate  to  tackle  a  suit. 

Here  are  some  tips  from  clothing  specialists  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture on  how  to  give  a  suit  that  "custom-made  look". 

First.. in  choosing  the  material.    Do  select  a  firm,  heavy  material  for  your 

tailored  suit.    Tweed. . .men' s  wear  worsted  covert. . .gabardine. . .any  of  these 

makes  a  good  choice.    Don't  choose  wool  crepe  or  other  soft,  dressy  materials. 
If  you're  making  your  "first"  suit... do  choose  a  plain-color  fabric.    A  stripe  or 
plaid  may  offer  complications  in  matching. 

Next—make  sure  the  material  is  thoroughly  pre-shrunk  before  you  cut  into  it 
Check  the  label.    If  it  doesn't  say  the  material  is  pre-shrunk  have  it  shrunk  at 
the  store  or  a  tailor  shop.    Or  shrink  it  at  home.  You  can  do  this  by  laying  the 
material  out  flat  and  straight  on  the  ironing  board... then  press  with  a  steam 
iron.    Or  you  may  use  an  ordinary  iron  and  a  damp  cloth. 

Now  make  sure  that  your  pattern  fits.    You  can  test  the  fit  of  the  pattern 
by  making  a  trial  jacket  of  muslin  or  some  old  material.    So  make  a  trial  jacket 
and  if  the  pattern  calls  for  shoulder  pads... pin  them  in  place  in  the  trial 
jacket.    When  you  try  on  the  trial  jacket .. .slip  it  on  over  a  blouse.    This  will 
show  you  whether  the  pattern  is  a  fit  or  whether  you  will  need  to  make  alteration 
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You  may  wish  tc  use  the  fitted  model  to  cut  by  instead  of  the  pattern.    Or  you 
may  make  the  same  changes  in  the  pattern  you  made  in  the  muslin  model. 

If  you've  ever  visited  a  tailor's  shop... you  know  that  the  iron  and  ironing 
board  are  always  at  hand.    The  tailor  presses  as  he  sews.    And  that's  what  you 
must  do  if  you  would  give  your  suit  the  "custom  made"  look.    One  of  the  secrets 
of  good  tailoring  is  in  the  press. 

And  now  I  want  to  tell  you  about  a  bulletin  you'll  find  a  great  help  if  you're 
tailoring  a  suit  for  yourself.    It's  called  "How  to  Tailor  A  Woman's  suit". 
Clothing  specialists  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  prepared  it.    And  they 
toll  you  how  you  may  use  tailoring  techniques  at  home. .. .because  they  have  worked 
out  ways  to  simplify  the  methods  tailors  use.    Photographs  illustrate  each  step. 

You  can  get  a  copy  of  this  new  bulletin  by  writing  Agriculture  Radio, 
Washington,  D.  C.  Just  ask  for  the  bulletin,  "How  To  Tailor  A  Woman's  Suit." 
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